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October 24, 2000

NATIONAL SURVIVORS OF SUICIDE
DAY

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the Judiciary Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. Res. 339, and the Senate then pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 339) designating No-
vember 18, 2000, as ‘‘National Survivors of
Suicide Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
finally, any statements relating to the
resolution be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 339

Whereas the 106th Congress, in Senate Res-
olution 84 and House Resolution 212, recog-
nized suicide as a national problem and sui-
cide prevention as a national priority;

Whereas the Surgeon General has publicly
recognized suicide as a public health prob-
lem;

Whereas the resolutions of the 105th Con-
gress called for a collaboration between pub-
lic and private organizations and individuals
concerned with suicide;

Whereas in the United States, more than
30,000 people take their own lives each year;

Whereas suicide is the 8th leading cause of
death in the United States and the 3rd major
cause of death among young people aged 15
through 19;

Whereas the suicide rate among young peo-
ple has more than tripled in the last 4 dec-
ades, a fact that is a tragedy in itself and a
source of devastation to millions of family
members and loved ones;

Whereas every year in the United States,
hundreds of thousands of people become sui-
cide survivors (people that have lost a loved
one to suicide), and there are approximately
8,000,000 suicide survivors in the United
States today;

Whereas society still needlessly stig-
matizes both the people that take their own
lives and suicide survivors;

Whereas there is a need for greater out-
reach to suicide survivors because, all too
often, they are left alone to grieve;

Whereas suicide survivors are often helped
to rebuild their lives through a network of
support with fellow survivors;

Whereas suicide survivors play an essential
role in educating communities about the
risks of suicide and the need to develop sui-
cide prevention strategies; and

Whereas suicide survivors contribute to
suicide prevention research by providing es-
sential information about the environmental
and genetic backgrounds of the deceased:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1)(A) designates November 18, 2000, as
“National Survivors of Suicide Day’’; and

(B) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling on Federal, State, and
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local administrators and the people of the
United States to observe the day with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities;

(2) encourages the involvement of suicide
survivors in healing activities and preven-
tion programs;

(3) acknowledges that suicide survivors
face distinct obstacles in their grieving;

(4) recognizes that suicide survivors can be
a source of support and strength to each
other;

(5) recognizes that suicide survivors have
played a leading role in organizations dedi-
cated to reducing suicide through research,
education, and treatment programs; and

(6) acknowledges the efforts of suicide sur-
vivors in their prevention, education, and ad-
vocacy activities to eliminate stigma and to
reduce the incidence of suicide.

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS SUPPORTING THE ASPI-
RATIONS OF THE DEMOCRATIC
POLITICAL FORCES IN PERU

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of S. Con. Res. 155,
submitted earlier today by Senator
CHAFEE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 155)
expressing the sense of Congress that the
Government of the United States should ac-
tively support the aspirations of the demo-
cratic political forces in Peru toward an im-
mediate and full restoration of democracy in
that country.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the concurrent resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and any statements relating
to this resolution be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 155) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CON. RES. 155

Whereas democracy in Peru suffered a se-
vere setback when the Government of Peru,
headed by President Alberto Fujimori, ma-
nipulated democratic electoral processes and
failed to establish the conditions for free and
fair elections—both for the April 9, 2000, elec-
tion and the May 28, 2000, run off—by not
taking effective steps to correct the
‘“‘insufficiencies, irregularities, inconsist-
encies, and inequities’” documented by the
Organization of American States (OAS) and
other independent election observers;

Whereas the absence of free and fair elec-
tions in Peru has further undermined democ-
racy in that country and constitutes a major
setback for the Peruvian people and for de-
mocracy in the Hemisphere; and

Whereas the fate of Peruvian democracy is
a matter that should be decided upon by the
people of Peru: Now, therefore, be it
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Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That (a) the Con-
gress—

(1) supports efforts toward restoring de-
mocracy in Peru, including the shortening of
the term of Alberto Fujimori, the recent call
for new elections, and the decision to deacti-
vate the National Intelligence Service (SIN);

(2) is concerned that the same elements
which have systematically undermined
democratic institutions in Peru and which
manipulated the electoral process in April
and May 2000 remain in power and are in a
position to manipulate the upcoming elec-
toral process; and

(3) supports the efforts of Peruvian demo-
cratic civil society to create the necessary
conditions for free and fair elections, includ-
ing improving respect for human rights, the
rule of law, the independence and constitu-
tional role of the judiciary and the national
congress, and freedom of expression and of
the independent media.

(b) It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) it should be the policy of the United
States to actively support the aspirations of
the democratic political forces in Peru for a
credible transition toward the full restora-
tion of democracy and the rule of law in
Peru, headed by leaders who are committed
to democracy and who enjoy the trust of the
Peruvian people;

(2) it should be the policy of the United
States to work with the international com-
munity, including the OAS, to assist demo-
cratic forces in Peru in restoring democracy
to their country;

(3) the Government of Peru should estab-
lish a fully independent and credible election
authority and should end all interference
with freedom of speech and the media;

(4) the Government of Peru should fully
implement the recently enacted law deacti-
vating the SIN and the United States Gov-
ernment should oppose all elements of the
Government of Peru that continue to sub-
vert Peruvian democracy; and

(6) the United States Government should
cooperate fully with any credible investiga-
tion of narcotics or arms trafficking by offi-
cials of the Government of Peru.

———

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING
THE PERSONNEL OF THE 49TH
ARMORED DIVISION OF THE
TEXAS ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate now proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of S. Res. 382,
submitted earlier today by Senator
HUTCHISON.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 382) recognizing and
commending the personnel of the 49th Ar-
mored Division of the Texas Army National
Guard for their participation and efforts in
providing leadership and command and con-
trol of the United States sector of the Multi-
national Stabilization Force in Tuzla, Bos-
nia-Herzegovina.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
any statements relating to this resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD.
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